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www.centennialparkbushsociety.org.nz

Chairs Annual Report - June 2019
1. Volunteers 

Our Wednesday and monthly Saturday teams continue to get through a great deal of work.
We hosted a small team from Chorus who powered through some agapanthus removal and a large team from Adarant who helped us move 12m3 of mulch. 
2. Contractor Pest Plant Control
2.1 Council Funded Eco-contractors
The park eco-contractors, Wildlands, are controlling a very limited suite of weeds in the main reserve area. This council funded weed control is a major step forward but their coverage is patchy. We thought we had persuaded council to include tradescantia in this suite but there has been no control of this weed and areas have gone backwards considerably. Wildlands are working in the 5th fairway block and Park Rise Bush. These are areas which our contractor brought under good control but both areas have gone backwards since Wildlands took over the weed control.
There is some hope on the horizon as there will likely be more funding from the new Natural Environment Targeted Rate for weed control.  

2.2 Bush Society Funded Eco-contractor

We are funding John Barber to control pest plants in the 4th, 8th and 17th fairway blocks of the golf course with a Hibiscus & Bays Local Board grant. He is also controlling pest plants in Campbells Bay School Community Forest and Greville Reserve funded by a Takapuna Devonport Local Board grant. Our application for more funding from the Devonport Takapuna Local Board to extend work in CBS and Greville was been declined. This is very disappointing. 
2.3 Tree Contractor

The Bush Society funded the felling of 3 pines in the reserve as part of our gradual pine reduction program. At least ten native plants are planted for every pine removed. 

3. Volunteer Pest plant control 
Most of the pest plants are controlled by volunteers. We have been working in most areas of the reserve, Campbells Bay School bush and roadsides, Greville Reserve and along Beach Rd. 
4. Planting 

We planted approximately 800 plants in the reserve and surrounds, mostly funded by council but also some have been grown by John Chapple and Eric Martin. 
4.1 The Slip Site
Anna Baine, Community Ranger, arranged for Campbells Bay School children to plant the slip below the Morton seat. A great morning was had. This north facing site dried out in summer and plant survival was about 60%.
4.2 Huntly Reserve
We had a great family planting day at Huntly Reserve expanding the stream edge planting.
4.3 The Dairy Garden
We continue to maintain this demonstration native plant garden and have recently labelled and added some new native plants. 
5. All Hallows Church Bush
Development has seen the loss of habitat, including the loss of one very large kahikatea, a mature puriri and a totara due to disturbance from construction.
6. Healthy Streams
Council has funded stream channel strengthening with rock at several sites including Rae Rd, Harvey gully, the 5th, 7th and 13th fairways, and the tennis club gully. The work has been carried out well and includes some innovative sealing of tomos. CPBS will be planting these sites this winter. 
CPBS is working with the Castor Residents and Ratepayers Assn on a plan for the stream from Campbells Bay School to Braemar reserve. So far we have gained consent from all the landowners and will be working with Healthy Waters and the council biodiversity team on a plan. 

We plan to investigate methods to improve storm water management on the golf course. 

7. Track Work
Council has funded a contractor to upgrade multiple sections of track in the park over summer. The Bush Society was involved in monitoring this work and has been concerned about the quality and specifications of this upgrade, especially on the Walking Bus track where the drainage has been badly designed. Serious damage was done to the kohekohe track by machines accessing the upper track. Some areas of track which needed work were not done and others, which did not need work, were done. Project management was poor. However when the dust settles the results will be positive for park users and our volunteer workload on track maintenance will be less for a while. Two new tables have been installed in the park. 
8. Track Signs
The macrocarpa track direction signs are all rotting out. We are working with council on replacements. 
9. Greenways aka “concreteways”
We found out that council had advanced plans to upgrade the Park Rise Bush track and place a concrete path on Kowhai Rd. We made it known that we were not impressed that we had not been consulted. The Bush Society  presented to the local board that the community preference has, for a long time, been for a path from Park Rise to East Coast Rd towards Sunnynook. We wasted a lot of time talking to golf club people and local board who do not support this plan. We have rejected an upgrade of the Park Rise Bush track but are happy with the concept of safety improvements to the walkway around the 10th tee. 
10. Morton Way

We met with council staff about the state of Morton Way. Asphalt is breaking up and roadside carparks are eroding out. There is, as yet, no plan to remedy this. The railings are a mess and we have asked for these to be replaced.
11. Predator Control

Volunteers continue to maintain a comprehensive rodent control bait station network of about 100 bait stations in the reserve under the supervision of Peter Aimer. We have continued a pulsing regime of bait every 3 months at the request of Auckland Council Biosecurity. We are sceptical about the merits of this and are waiting to see how this affects monitoring results.

Peter also manages several possum traps and two stoat traps in the main valley. 
The CBUS network of bait stations and self-resetting traps on 8 bait lines in private land on Aberdeen Rd, Beach Rd and Park Rise is continuing a halo around the reserve. We now have three more lines to fill the entire bay. 
We have bait stations, bait, traps and trap covers available for residents to use.
We have asked council to deal with the increasing rabbit presence in the valley.
12. Monitoring For Predators
Bruce Rogers is monitoring two lines of 10 monitoring tunnels in the reserve and Chrissy Cunningham is monitoring two lines in the bay – one on View Rd and one near the beach. Peter Aimer monitors a line in Park Rise Bush. These are checked three times per year. Rat presence, according to these tunnels, is very low. 
13. Dogs

We have installed appropriate signs at every entry point to inform owners of the dog bylaws. Owners regularly walk their dogs off lead on the tracks against the bylaws. We have fenced off some areas of the stream which has resulted in excellent regrowth indicating just how damaging repeated trampling by dogs can be. 
14. Wildlife Monitoring
Monthly bird counts have been continued by Jenny Chamberlain, Liz Goodwin and others. Jo Broad has analysed the figures which show a slight trend upwards in tui and fantail numbers. 
15. Management Plan Review

Council is preparing an omnibus management plan for all Hibiscus & Bays Reserves with supplements for reserves such as Centennial Park. We have met with the people preparing this plan and will be consulting on the draft when it appears. 

16. Pest Free Hibiscus & Bays 
The Bush Society is a member of the Hibiscus & Bays restoration network which now has a Pest Free Strategy for the entire local board area. Your chair is a member of the Pest Free steering group. 
17. Communications

Jenny Chamberlain edits our newsletter, published in April and November. This is now sponsored by Kris Cunningham of Harcourts Cooper & Co and Benefitz.  1400 are printed and distributed throughout the bay.
We send out a mailchimp email once a week to those on the volunteer lists. 
We are also now on Facebook, Instagram and Neighbourly. Our Facebook pages managed by Victoria Morris is one of the best around with excellent engagement.
We are working on integrating these media more effectively. The communications are working as we are getting more engagement and new people coming to our events. 
Our website is at www.centennialparkbushsociety.org.nz. We are looking to revamp this.
Dick Downing distributes about 700 nature trail guides to Rae Rd and the start of the nature trail.
We are investigating more interpretation in the reserve, such as plant labels and some interpretive signs.
18. Park Camp & KCC
We held our third very successful camp in the park in March. About 20 families pitched tents, went on bush walks, played games, made damper on the fire and went on a night bug hunt. Thanks again to the camp subcommittee and to Paul Duffy and Anna Baine from council. The camp has now been running for three years and is very popular. 
19. Thank You
Our genuine thanks to:

· Council Parks Officers Paul Duffy and Anna Baine for their support with plants, spray gear, tools, contractors and materials. We welcome new park ranger Dan Marrow.
· Lesley MacDonald, manager of Pupuke who has now moved on, and Mat Cheer, head groundsman, of the golf club

· Wildlands for council funded weed control

· John Barber of Rahopara for weed control in Campbells Bay School, Greville Reserve, 4th, 8th 17th bush blocks
· Hibiscus & Bays Local Board for funding support
· Barfoot & Thompson and Benefitz for sponsoring our newsletter
· Our committee and the hard core of dedicated volunteer workers
· Arnold Elley - our honorary auditor
· The predator control and monitoring teams

· And all our wonderful donors.
Richard Hursthouse

Chair
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