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Centennial Park Bush Society Inc


P O Box 31 677, Milford, North Shore City 0741

www.centennialparkbushsociety.org.nz

Annual Report 2009

Summary

· Membership stands at 190

· We are financially sound

· Volunteers put in 1381 hours of work in the 2008 calendar year and over 600 year to date

· We sadly record the passing of Eric Geddes, one of the original CPBS volunteers
· We continue to battle red tape with the revision of the management plan. 
· CPBS has continued to work proactively on the native forest restoration of Centennial Park in Campbells Bay. We do this by controlling invasive weeds, mulching, and planting both with volunteer and contractor input over numerous sites. 

· The launch of CBUS has seen the focus widen to include all the area bounded by Kowhai, East Coast, Aberdeen Rd and the beach. 
· We continue to grow ecosourced plants

· Erosion continues to be a serious issue 

· Volunteers continue to maintain the track network

· We rewrote the nature trail guide and this was published by the Parks Department

· We continue to trap for possums and rats

· We continue to monitor water quality, bird life, weed invasion and other markers

Membership

Max Thomson, our treasurer, informs me we have 190 members, approximately 70 of whom are on the volunteer list.

Finance

We were registered as a charity in April 2008, thanks to the work of our treasurer. Our books show a net loss of $11000 – 12000 for the last 2 years. This is of no concern and reflects the nature of working with grant money. We have been awarded a $20,000 grant from the DOC Community Conservation Fund over 2 years. The main limitation on spending this is the red tape brigade, which has stopped us removing acmena, pines and wattles this year. 

Volunteers 

Volunteer work days continue with “Wednesday Workers” meeting every week, weeding, mulching, planting and maintaining tracks. Weekend work days occur every month with excellent support of up to 19 people at a time. Invasive plants which need to be controlled are the main issue and then maintained in numerous restoration sites around the park. Apart from members we have had support from Milford Rotary, Brownies, Duke of Edinburgh participants and Community Service referrals from youth justice. All these people require supervision, training and guidance from experienced members. A record of hours indicates 1381 “hands-on” hours in 2008, not including all the admin and politics. This equates to a conservative $35,000 worth of work in the park.

Eric Geddes

It is with great sadness that we record the passing of Eric Geddes, one of the pioneer volunteers in Centennial Park. Eric was pine tree ring barker extraordinaire. Most people would not know that the main valley was dominated by pines in the early days. He also made most of the existing boardwalks in the park and hundreds of nesting boxes for Tiri. He has left a significant legacy to the Native Forest Restoration Trust. 

Launch of the Campbells Bay Urban Sanctuary (CBUS)

CBUS is about working with the community to improve the ecology of Campbells Bay. CBUS encompasses the entire catchment of the Campbells Bay stream including all the private land. The idea is to encourage everyone in the bay to manage invasive weeds on their land, plant bird friendly non invasive species and to manage animal pests such as rats and possums. We will be developing systems to help with this. In the meantime if your property involves a stream edge you can seek help from Kaipatiki Project who are managing the “Nature for Neighbourhoods” program in this area. One of the goals of CBUS is to see some of our long lost native birds such as korimako (bellbird) back in Campbells Bay. They are on Tiri, Tawharanui, and on the tip of Whangaparaoa. If we provide the right environment it is just a matter of time before they come back to the bay. When predators were removed from Tawharanui, the bellbirds on Little Barrier knew soon enough and large numbers moved over. Recently on a visit there, I witnessed flocks of fantails, dozens of tui, kereru and bellbirds. The only difference is lack of predators. The CBUS launch event was held on April 19 at Campbells Bay Reserve. We had speeches from Wayne Mapp, Ray Walter (ex Tiri ranger) and from Peter Maddison, national president of Forest and Bird who officially launched CBUS. A wonderful brochure has been designed by Kate Hursthouse, sponsored and printed by Thomsons nutrition. Watch this space.

Management Plan

Conservation work in Centennial Park has been marred by conflict over the years. From the early days when Pat and John Morton and others confronted East Coast Bays council when they razed manuka below the tennis courts, battled the golf club over plans to extend fairways into bush areas, and fought a 6 metre dam which would have flooded valuable parts of the valley. We should not be surprised by this, as the history of conservation in NZ has been one of many battles, for example the battle to save Whirinaki forest in which John Morton was so instrumental, and the battle to save Manapouri. In 2009 we are fighting to retain a fully notified resource consent to remove invasive trees from the park. Over the last 2 years the management plan has been in a review process. An independent ecologist report commissioned by council supports fully our resource consent to remove some pines, wattles and all the acmena in the park over a 5+ year time frame. It is important to realise that this consent was supported by the Parks Department and the Community Board. However the parks department have done a flip flop and are trying very hard to get the Takapuna Community Board to overturn the previous landowner consent and approve a management plan which protects wattles, outlaws any further scattered pine removals and delays indefinitely the acmena removal program. They are even now saying that pines encourage native regeneration. Extraordinary stuff. It makes you wonder why the ARC and Dept of Conservation work hard to control pines on their land. At Tawharanui and Long Bay, pines have been killed standing and left to rot, a method pioneered by the Bush Society many years ago. To read more about the detail regarding this extraordinary saga see our website.
Projects Report
1. Avenue of Remembrance

The track upgrade of several years has mellowed beautifully, making this walk under this important avenue of protected pohutukawa one of the nicest walks in the city. Weed control has been assisted by Brownies and planting is growing nicely, especially the “Dugdale gully” which was a mass of invasive arum lilies and now boasts nikau, Cyperus ustulatus and Carex lessoniana.

2. Acmena replacement program

Autumn 2008 saw the removal of 5 more large monkey apple trees funded by a grant from the ARC Environmental Initiatives Fund. The wood was removed by locals, the ground prepared, mulched and planted by CPBS volunteers. Large grade karaka, kahikatea, swamp maire and totara in generous numbers were planted by council. In addition large Nyssa sylvatica were planted, providing glorious autumn colour. Weeding of these areas is carried out by our volunteer group with further infill planting planned this year. 

3. Pine reduction program

CPBS funded the skilful felling by Treecare Ltd of 20 more pines in the area below the Aberdeen track. This tree felling is consistent with the 1997 management plan which states that pines will be reduced in number by ring barking. The OSH era means that the ringbarking performed in the past with incredible success for the regenerating bush is no longer allowed. Volunteers planted 200 strong plants in the light wells created by this work, including karaka, kahikatea, puriri, tanekaha, rewarewa and kanuka. Weeds thrive in light wells too, so weed control is also being carried out. Natural regeneration in the light wells from the 2007 work is impressive. When the pines are removed the natural vegetation thrives. 

4. Wattles

Wattles on the ridge below the Aberdeen track remain although several large ones have died or fallen over this year. The 1997 management plan protects this particular patch of  wattles so we have not been able to fulfil our resource consent to remove them. They are vigorously defended by Mr Coates and his Centennial Park Protection Society. Clearly an invasive plant, this wattle is still not officially on the Auckland pest plant lists. Our volunteers have pulled out or cut down many hundreds of them in the park. Eventually they will all die or sense will prevail and they will be removed before spreading even more seed into the bush. 

5. Wetland

The wetland restoration area is growing really well. Steve Cook has a contract to control tradescantia regrowth in this area. Cabbage trees and kahikatea are taking off. We requested Parks Department prune a willow which was suppressing a kahikatea copse and a pukatea at the bottom of Sandford St.

6. Aberdeen Track

Our volunteer effort on the Aberdeen track continues the good work of Pat Morton and others of the 1980s. Starting at Rae Rd gully we have hand removed huge piles of blue morning glory and jasmine, relics of previous ill considered garden dumping. A contract has been let for tradescantia (trad) control and jasmine follow up here. 

Volunteers removed numbers of acmena from the private property of Mr and Mrs Mearns, aided by access thru the property of Mr and Mrs Wilson at 82 Aberdeen Rd. Thanks to these locals one more source of monkey apple seeding into the park has been removed. 

A massive effort over two work days saw large piles of jasmine removed from “Joe’s ridge” below the large rewarewa. This is the subject of council funded weed control by Steve Cook, who will follow up the inevitable but more easily controlled regrowth of jasmine. 

The next gully on the left of the track we call “Harvey gully”. Initial control of this gully cost us approx $3000.  Planting has occurred over 2 seasons. Weed control here is difficult due to constant reinvasion of setaria (palm grass) and trad from private land upstream. Downstream of the track there is serious erosion. We have planted nikau, kahikatea and karaka in the gully to try to help stop erosion. Setaria is a problem here too as well as wild bangalow palm and wild cherry. Setaria loves the gully and is invading the wetland at the bottom of the gully.

Under the flame trees, Steve Cook has been controlling trad under a council contract. This area will be planted this year. On the left of the track below Dorothy Anderson’s house, elephant ears were removed and the gap planted with Phormium tenax (harakeke) and Cordyline australis (ti kouka). 

From here through to the swimming pool in the area of Mary Hardwick-Smith’s wonderful new macrocarpa seat, trad is taking off. Steve Cook will be controlling this over the next 12 months. 

Under the pool, the jasmine has been controlled and hand removed, with planting of mahoe, carex, wharariki (Phormium cookianum), and ti ngahere (Astelia banksii). 

Nearby a cedar has been deliberately poisoned it seems and totara illegally topped. 

Further along the area on the left where the bamboo was removed several years ago is regenerating well. More plants were put in here last year and more weed control carried out including removal of lots more jasmine. We do greatly appreciate the ability to bring in plants and gear through private properties along here. 

7. 16th tee

Our 16th tee restoration project is now into maintenance phase. It is interesting to see what has worked and what hasn’t. Two rewarewa have died here, so we won’t be planting more. The roadside block is doing well at screening the area from road noise. Hebe stricta is doing really well, as is wharariki (coastal flax). Kowhai will one day provide a magnificent sight. 

8. Top end kohekohe track

At the top of the kohekohe track, below the driving range building used to be a monoculture of bamboo. We removed this in 2004 with limited planting to follow up. This is a good site to see the effect of natural regeneration. Coprosma, mahoe, and carex have all thrived here. A fallen pine branch threatened this area, so the volunteer group have moved debris off the riparian zone, before being chased away by wasps.

9. 15th tee

Last year a large acmena and several privet were removed here with planting according to Geraldine Bayly’s landscape plan. This included golden totara, 7 out of 8 of which are doing really well, and 3 sequoia or giant redwoods to complement those already there. This year council have funded weed spraying on the bank below the old workshop, particularly focussing on trad. Doug from the zoo came over with his truck and took away heaps of giant reed (Arundo donax) which we had cut for him. Apparently arundo is like ice cream to elephants. We will be planting this area this year. In the same general area our group helped the golf club remove some privet trees and carried out weed control (ginger, privet, cotoneaster) in the copse above the 17th green. 

10. Golf club acmena sites

Last year we paid a contractor to remove 40 golf club acmena. This work was funded by a Lion Foundation grant. Planting of large grade trees, predominantly native was carried out over winter by the Wednesday group, each tree staked and mulched. I am pleased to say that all these trees bar one golden totara are thriving. Species included karaka, puriri, totara, but also claret ash, cedar, and the redwoods mentioned above. There are now only 6 acmena of significance left on the golf club lease, waiting for some new trees to grow before they too get the chop. Very soon the golf club lease will be an acmena, pampas and privet free zone!

11. 14th tee

Our planting area at the 14th tee has matured considerably, and the riparian planting in the slip site on the 14th fairway is growing well.  

12. Park Rise accessway

Wattles were removed (after some contention) from this area in 2004 with the bush society planting the bare areas. The main site on the top right of the path has been a harsh environment. Persistent weed control and a stern talking to has seen these plants now starting to take off. Around the corner at the 11th tee fence line, planting of 2007 is now thriving where once was a jasmine infested mess. 

13. Park Rise bush 

Park Rise bush is the 5 hectare bush remnant at the top of Park Rise bounded by Tree Fern trail, and the 6th and 7th fairways. Our focus here was initially to inject the large privet and cotoneaster - by contractor (Yes this was approved by the Parks officer!). This method kills the weed tree standing which leaves a dappled shade and some wind protection for natural regeneration. In addition Milford Rotary have offered us workers on 2 weekends a year. Their contribution has been invaluable. Their first job was to help make a big hole in the climbing asparagus, which has been very effective. Trained volunteers have been following this up with spaying. The light wells created by killing the weed trees has seen natural regeneration take off dramatically – particularly mahoe, kawakawa and hangehange. Unfortunately so have the weeds mainly Solanum nigrum, S. mauritianum (woolly nightshade) and brush wattle. Manual removal of these is assisting the natives to take charge. The other major weed here is Cestrum nocturnum (Queen of the night). This is another of those “not a weed” weeds which loves the north shore and particularly gullies. We have quotes for trad and bindweed control in the gully, aiming to restore the riparian area in the next few years. Milford Rotary have also assisted the manual removal of many bags of blue morning glory in the top of the first gully from the road on the 7th fairway. Our efforts to remove a few pines have been thwarted by the red tape brigade. The three along the 7th fairway edge have doubled in size since we asked to remove them. Wattles are a lower priority weed which we are slowly reducing in number.

The Park Rise cul de sac planting is transforming what was once a neglected tip at the end of the road into a cared for setting. Tui were enjoying the flax here for the first time last year. 

14. 4th tee

Peter Bioletti has had a one man vendetta against boneseed, gorse and pampas grass around the 4th tee. He has been assisted by one or two younger helpers needing to work off some community service hours. The transformation here is impressive and shows what can happen when a person slowly plugs away. 

15. Kowhai Rd restoration 

Above the golf club workshop on Kowhai Rd is approximately 1700m2 of waste land. Over the past year our volunteers have removed pampas, kikuyu, privet, and wattle from this site. Council removed some large privet, wattle and cherry trees. This area will be progressively planted over the next 3 or 4 years. Council are supplying the plants this year for a planting day on Sat June 13. Plants will be mainly hardy pioneers like manuka, whau, karo, flax. We have a wonderful explanatory sign designed by Kate Hursthouse and made free of charge by Signtech in Albany, to go near this site. 

Last year we removed some large acmena from the playcentre site as well. The children planted some replacements. The planting near the playcentre on Kowhai Rd is doing well. In the playcentre pine plantation is another story. Steve Cook has been plugging away at climbing asparagus here for some years. The money has run out. He continues to spray here on a voluntary basis. We must find some money to continue this work so that the money spent to date is not wasted. Climbing asparagus is probably our worst weed. 

16. Kohekohe track

The kohekohe track is a special place with its narrow meandering track. Weed control has been a priority here targeting montbretia, ginger, and aristea. Volunteers have done some track maintenance aiming for an all year walking track. 

17. All Hallows Church bush

Several work days have been carried out here. Initially a massive pile of invasive plants was removed by a combined church and CPBS working bee. Since then maintenance visits have been made by our volunteer group and some trad spraying is occurring. Some plants went in last year to help fill gaps from privet removal.

18. Huntly reserve and stream edge

While strictly not a CPBS initiative, we promoted this weed control and planting project by council. Volunteers helped plant the many stream side plantings. Our hope is that those that did not thrive are replaced and the planting area continues to be managed to prevent the take over of invasive weeds again.

19. Rhamnus

Rhamnus alaternus or evergreen buckthorn is becoming widespread in the private properties in Campbells Bay. ARC have surveyed properties along Beach Rd to find most have this highly invasive plant growing. It is not obvious and looks a bit like a native plant, but is highly aggressive. If it takes off in the park future generations will be removing it for many years. We would like to see a local initiative to raise awareness of and stamp out this plant. 

20. Ecosourced plant propagation

We are very fortunate to have a very green fingered volunteer, Stan Knight, who is passionately growing ecosourced native plants at his home. His kahikatea are as healthy as his silver beet! We have also bought 1200 root trainer plants which we have re-potted and are growing on for planting. 

Erosion

Erosion continues to be a problem in the park especially in the gullies off Rae Rd, the Harvey gully and below Park Rise. A catchment management plan is supposed to be started this year, although it may be pushed out to 2010. A huge slump occurred at the 15th fairway in winter. This is mainly fill brought in by the golf club, but somehow the council is picking up the bill for drainage work. Several large pines were physically moved a few meters downhill. Some are leaning precariously and some are dying. The gully below Asbury Cres is now eroding badly with clay being spewed out into the area next to the big kahikatea. This is a direct consequence of the Centennial Place subdivision and highlights the fact that discharging more and more water into the park gullies is simply not good enough. This erosion was predicted by Pat Morton when the subdivision was mooted.

Road and Tracks

Council are looking at repairing the cobbles at the Beach Rd entrance. Volunteers are doing most of the track maintenance in the park, with contractors laying metal on the Baylis and Tui tracks.
Nature Trail

The bush society rewrote the nature trail guide, which has been published by the council. This remains available at Rae Rd. 

Website

Our website at www.centennialparkbushsociety.org.nz is there for you to look at. All the plant lists, birds, and plans are there for you to see. 

Animal Pest Control

Rats and possums kill birds, eat native lizards, and insects. Trapping is time and energy intensive. We are not permitted to use bait in the park. If you are interested in being on a roster of trappers we could spread the load a bit. Trapping is most important before the bird nesting season so maybe we could do bursts of trapping work. Rabbits eat our plants and young natural seedlings. It would be great to see the end of them.

Bird Counts

Monthly bird counts are carried out by a small group of volunteers. Their records indicate that indeed kereru do inhabit the park. 36 different bird species have been recorded. 

Next year

Our focus will be on carrying out our resource consent, maintaining the weed control in the main valley and planting sites, progressing the Park Rise bush and Kowhai Rd restoration sites. If time permits we may progress the Park Rise to Kowhai Rd track/bridge proposal. All this will be dependent on a management plan which supports the work of the Bush Society.

Thankyou

Special thanks to Kate Hursthouse, Warren Sanderson and Thompsons Nutrition for the CBUS brochure work. Signtech for producing the sign. The golf club for your tolerance and working with us. Nicki Malone, Parks Officer for her support and the parks department and Actionline for removing multiple piles of weeds and supplying plants, spray gear and tools. Omnigloves for donating working gloves. Special thanks to our hard working team of volunteers – without you this would not happen.

In summary CPBS is working hard to make a positive difference in Centennial Park. Our effort is sustained and based on sound ecological principles. We seek your support to enable us to continue our work

The following quote, while somewhat grandiose should give those volunteers who feel that their efforts are being criticised some heart. 

"It is not the critic who counts: not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles or where the doer of deeds could have done better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and comes up short again and again, because there is no effort without error or shortcoming, but who knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions, who spends himself for a worthy cause; who, at the best, knows, in the end, the triumph of high achievement, and who, at the worst, if he fails, at least he fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who knew neither victory nor defeat."  
Theodore Roosevelt "Citizenship in a Republic," Speech at the Sorbonne, Paris, April 23, 1910
Richard Hursthouse

Chairman

June 2009 


